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marriage between his youthful son, Arthur, and a
princess of Castile. But the King of Spain demanded
an adequate return for his consent to such an
alliance ; the price fixed was the recovery of
Roussillon and Cerdagne from France ; and, in order
to secure this, Henry agreed to occupy the attention
of Charles by a vigorous opposition to the absorption
of Brittany. Thus it was that he took an active part
in the defence of the duchy.

It was now all important to find a husband for
Anne who should be able to render her effectual
assistance. Of the many suitors who appeared the
chief were Maximilian, King of the Romans, and the
Sieur d'Albret, a nobleman with great local influ-
ence, while Charles proposed to settle the question by
marrying the young duchess himself. Henry, after
first putting forward the Duke of Buckingham, gave
his support to another candidate, Don Juan of Spain;
but the only result of the negotiations was to cause
internal disorder and to help on the French, who
again invaded Brittany. The Sieur d'Albret deserted
to Charles; the English gave but little assistance,
and Anne made one last effort to preserve her inde-
pendence by marrying Maximilian by proxy (1490).
But the impecunious King of the Romans could give
his wife no help ; Henry and Ferdinand were not
prepared to fight for him ; and when Charles-entered
the duchy in person Anne gave way. Abandoned
by all her allies, she repudiated her half-marriage and
became the wife of the French king, who thus gained
a complete triumph. The last of the great fiefs was
thus united with the Crown of France (1491).
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